FIRST READING

'Union' by Robert Fulghum
Read by Hayley Walters

You have known each other from the first glance of acquaintance to
this point of commitment. At some point, you decided to marry.
From that moment of yes, to this moment of yes, indeed, you have
been making commitments in an informal way.

All of those conversations that were held in a car, or over a meal, or
during long walks - all those conversations that began with, “When
we're married”, and continued with “I will” and “you will" and “we
will” - all those late-night talks that included “someday” and
“somehow” and “maybe” - and all those promises that are
unspoken matters of the heart. All these common things, and more,
are the real process of a wedding.

The symbolic vows that you are about to make are a way of saying
to one another, “You know all those things that we've promised, and
hoped, and dreamed - well, | meant it all, every word.”

Look at one another and remember this moment in time. Before
this moment you have been many things to one another -
acquaintance, friend, companion, lover, dancing partner, even
teacher, for you have learned much from one another these past
few years. Shortly you shall say a few words that will take you
across a threshold of life, and things between you will never quite
be the same.

For after today you shall say to the world -
This is my husband. This is my wife.



HYMN

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways!
Re-clothe us in our rightful mind,
In purer lives Thy service find,
In deeper reverence, praise.

In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
Beside the Syrian sea,

The gracious calling of the Lord,
Let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow Thee.

Rise up and follow Thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,

Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee
The silence of eternity,
Interpreted by love.
Interpreted by love.

Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm;

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire,
O still, small voice of calm!

O still, small voice of calm!



THE MARRIAGE

The Vows
The Giving of Rings
The Proclamation of Marriage

HYMN

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy,
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord,

At the break of the day.

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe,
Be there at our labours and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord,
At the noon of the day.

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,

Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace.
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord,

At the eve of the day.

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm,
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord,

At the end of the day.



CERTIFICATE SIGNING

Witnesses - Faye Peckham and Jack Longley

SECOND READING

'On Your Wedding Day'
Read by Martha Longley and Emma Longley

Today is a day you will always remember
The greatest in anyone’s life
You'll start off the day just two people in love
And end it as Husband and Wife

It's a brand new beginning, the start of a journey
With moments to cherish and treasure
And although there’ll be times when you both disagree
These will surely be outweighed by pleasure

You'll have heard many words of advice in the past
When the secrets of marriage were spoken
But you know that the answers lie hidden inside
Where the bond of true love lies unbroken

So live happy forever as lovers and friends
It's the dawn of a new life for you
As you stand there together with love in your eyes
From the moment you whisper ‘| do’

And with luck, all your hopes, and your dreams can be real
May success find it's way to your hearts
Tomorrow can bring you the greatest of joys
But today is the day it all starts.
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