DECLARATIONS

After the couple make their declarations, the minister says to the
congregation:
Will you, the families and friends of Ellie and Mick, support and uphold
them in their marriage now and in the years to come?
All: We will.

THE MARRIAGE

The Vows
The Giving of Rings
The Proclamation
The Blessing of the Marriage

READINGS

Song of Solomon 2:10-13; 8:6-7
Read by Rebecca Lingard

Chapter 2
My beloved speaks and says to me:
‘Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away;
for now the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtle-dove
is heard in our land.

The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines are in blossom;
they give forth fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one,
and come away.'



Chapter 8
Set me as a seal upon your heart,
as a seal upon your arm;
for love is strong as death,
passion fierce as the grave.
Its flashes are flashes of fire,
a raging flame.
Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.
If one offered for love
all the wealth of one’s house,
it would be utterly scorned.

On Marriage, by Kahlil Gibran
Read by Tom Trett

You were born together, and together you
shall be forevermore.
You shall be together when the white
wings of death scatter your days.
Ay, you shall be together even in the
silent memory of God.
But let there be spaces in your togetherness,
And let the winds of the heavens dance
between you.

Love one another, but make not a bond of love:
Let it rather be a moving sea between
the shores of your souls.
Fill each other’s cup but drink not from one cup.
Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.
Sing and dance together and be joyous,
but let each one of you be alone,
Even as the strings of a lute are alone
though they quiver with the same music.



Give your hearts, but not into each other’s keeping.
For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts.
And stand together yet not too near together:
For the pillars of the temple stand apart,
And the oak tree and the cypress grow
not in each other’s shadow.

SERMON
PRAYERS

Our Father, who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name;
They kingdom come, thy will be done;
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not in to temptation;
But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

The power and the glory
For ever and ever.

Amen

HYMN
I Danced In The Morning (Lord Of The Dance)

| danced in the morning when the world was begun,
And | danced in the moon and the stars and the sun;
And | came down from heaven and | danced on the earth,
At Bethlehem | had my birth.



Dance, then, wherever you may be,

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he.

| danced for the scribe and the pharisee,

But they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me.
| danced for the fishermen, for James and John -
They came with me and the Dance went on.
Chorus

| danced on the Sabbath and | cured the lame;
The holy people said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,
And they left me there on a cross to die.
Chorus

| danced on a Friday when the sky turned black -
It's hard to dance with the devil on your back.
They buried my body and they thought I'd gone,
But | am the Dance, and I still go on.
Chorus

They cut me down and | leapt up high;
| am the life that'll never, never die;
I'll live in you if you'll live in me -
| am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
Chorus

Sydney Bertram Carter
© 1963 Stainer & Bell Ltd
CCLI Song Number 78529
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