THE MARRIAGE

First Reading:
Philippians Chapter 4 vs 4-9
Read by Phil Cowlishaw

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice.
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God.

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable,
if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise,
think about these things.

Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.



Second Reading:
The Art of Marriage by Wilfred A Peterson
Read by Rebecca Matthews

The little things are the big things.
It is never being too old to hold hands.
It is remembering to say "l love you" at least once a day.

It is never going to sleep angry.
It is at no time taking the other for granted,;
the courtship should not end with the honeymoon,
it should continue through all the years.

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating
gratitude in thoughtful ways.
It is not expecting the husband to wear a halo
or the wife to have wings of an angel.
It is not looking for perfection in each other.

It is cultivating flexibility, patience,
understanding and a sense of humor.
It is having the capacity to forgive and forget.
It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each can grow.

It is finding room for the things of the spirit.
It is @ common search for the good and the beautiful.
It is establishing a relationship in which the independence is equal,
dependence is mutual and the obligation is reciprocal.
It is not only marrying the right partner, it is being the right partner.



Hymn:
Love Divine All Loves Excelling - Blaenwern

Love Divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesu, Thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.

Come, Almighty, to deliver,

Let us all Thy grace receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish then, Thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee.
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heav'n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Prayers

Blessing



Hymn:
Praise My Soul the King of Heaven - Laudia Anima

Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven;
To his feet Thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him, praise him
Praise him, praise him
Praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favour
To our fathers in distress;
Praise him still the same for ever,
Slow to chide and swift to bless:
Praise him, praise him
Praise him, praise him
Glorious in his faithfulness.

Father-like, he tends and spares us,
Well our feeble frame he knows;
In his hands he gently bears us,

Rescues us from all our foes:
Praise him, praise him
Praise him, praise him

Widely as his mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore him;
Ye behold him face to face;

Sun and moon bow down before him,
Dwellers all in time and space:
Praise him, praise him
Praise him, praise him
Praise with us the God of Grace.
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