Prayer

The Purpose of Marriage

Bible Reading by Della Mapp

Romans 12 verses 1-2, and 9-13

Hymn
O God, you search me and you know me.
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze.
When | walk or lie down you are before me:

ever the maker and keeper of my days.

You know my resting and my rising.
You discern my purpose from afar,
and with love everlasting you besiege me:

in every moment of life or death, you are.

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord,
you have known its meaning through and through.
You are with me beyond my understanding:

God of my present, my past and future, too.

Although your Spirit is upon me,
still 1 search from shelter from your light.
There is nowhere on earth | can escape you:

even the darkness is radiant in your sight.



For you created me and shaped me,
gave me life within my mother’s womb.
For the wonder of who | am, | praise you:
safe in your hands, all creation is made new.

(Bernadette Farrell)

The Legal Declarations

Bible Reading by Annie Smith

Colossians 3 verses 12-17

Address by Rev Nicholas Young

Hymn

Let love be real, in giving and receiving,

without the need to manage and to own;

a haven free from posing and pretending,
where every weakness may be safely known.
Give me your hand, along the desert pathway,

give me your love wherever we may go.

As God loves us, so let us love each other:

with no demands, just open hands and space to grow.



Let love be real, not grasping or confining,
that strange embrace that holds yet sets us free;
that helps us face the risk of truly living,
and makes us brave to be what we might be.
Give me your strength when all my words are
weakness;

Give me your love in spite of all you know.

As God Ioves us, so let us love each other:

with no demands, just open hands and space to grow.

Let love be real, with no manipulation,
no secret wish to harness or control;
let us accept each other’s incompleteness,
and share the joy of learning to be whole.
Give me your hope through dreams and
disappointments;

give me your trust when all my failings show.

As God loves us, so let us Ilove each other:
with no demands, just open hands and space to grow.

(Michael Forster)



The Marriage Ceremony
The Giving of Rings

The Prayers
The Lord’s Prayer

Hymn

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesu, thou art all compassion,
pure unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,

enter every trembling heart.

Come, almighty to deliver,
Let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
never more thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray and praise thee without ceasing,

glory in thy perfect love.
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