The Entry of the Bride
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The Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you
All: and also with you.

Hymn: Lord of the Dance
| danced in the morning
When the world was begun,
And | danced in the moon
And the stars and the sun,
And | came down from heaven
And | danced on the earth,
At Bethlehem
| had my birth.

Dance, then, wherever you may be,

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,

And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he

| danced for the scribe

And the pharisee,

But they would not dance
And they wouldn't follow me.
| danced for the fishermen,
For James and John

They came with me

And the Dance went on.

Chorus



| danced on the Sabbath

And | cured the lame;

The holy people

Said it was a shame.

They whipped and they stripped
And they hung me on high,

And they left me there

On a Cross to die.

Chorus

| danced on a Friday

When the sky turned black
It's hard to dance

With the devil on your back.
They buried my body

And they thought I'd gone,
But | am the Dance,

And | still go on.

Chorus

They cut me down

And | leapt up high;

| am the life

That'll never, never die;
I'll live in you

If you'll live in me -

| am the Lord

Of the Dance, said he.



Preface

In the presence of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we have come
togetherto witness the marriage of Sam and Lauren, to pray for
God's blessing on them, to share their joy and to celebrate their
love.

Marriage is a gift of God in creation through which husband and
wife may know the grace of God. It is given that as man and woman
grow together in love and trust, they shall be united with one
another in heart, body and mind, as Christ is united with his bride,
the Church.

The gift of marriage brings husband and wife together in the
delight and tenderness of sexual union and joyful commitment to
the end of their lives. It is given as the foundation of family life in
which children are [born and] nurtured and in which each member
of the family, in good times and in bad, may find strength,
companionship and comfort, and grow to maturity in love.

Marriage is a way of life made holy by God, and blessed by the
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ with those celebrating a wedding
at Cana in Galilee. Marriage is a sign of unity and loyalty which all
should uphold and honour. It enriches society and strengthens
community.

No one should enter into it lightly or selfishly but reverently and
responsibly in the sight of almighty God. Sam and Lauren are now
to enter this way of life. They will each give their consent to the
other and make solemn vows, and in token of this they will [each]
give and receive a ring.

We pray with them that the Holy Spirit will guide and strengthen
them, that they may fulfil God's purposes for the whole of their
earthly life together.



The Declarations

Will you, the families and friends of Sam and Lauren, support and
uphold them in their marriage now and in the years to come?
All: We will.

The Collect
God our Father, from the beginning you have blessed creation with
abundant life. Pour out your blessings upon Sam and Lauren, that
they may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness
and commitment to each other. We ask this through our Lord Jesus
Christ your Son, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
All: Amen.

Reading
Song of Solomon by Tom Speed

My beloved speaks and says to me:
Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come away,
for behold, the winter is past;

the rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth,
the time of singing has come,

and the voice of the turtledove

is heard in our land.

The fig tree ripens its figs,

and the vines are in blossom;

they give forth fragrance.

Arise, my love, my beautiful one,
and come away.



Vows
[, Sam Willoughby Dowell, take you, Lauren Clare Mason,
to be my wife,
to have and to hold
from this day forward;
for better, for worse,
for richer, for poorer,
in sickness and in health,
to love and to cherish,
till death us do part;
according to God's holy law.
in the presence of God | make this vow.

|, Lauren Clare Mason, take you, Sam Willoughby Dowell,
to be my husband,

to have and to hold

from this day forward;

for better, for worse,

for richer, for poorer,

in sickness and in health,

to love and to cherish,

till death us do part;

according to God's holy law.

in the presence of God | make this vow.

The



The Giving of the Rings

Heavenly Father, by your blessing let these rings be to Sam and
Lauren a symbol of unending love and faithfulness, to remind them
of the vow and covenant which they have made this day through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Lauren, | give you this ring as a sign of our marriage. With my body
I honour you, all that I am | give to you, and all that | have | share
with you, within the love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Sam, | give you this ring as a sign of our marriage. With my body |
honour you, all that | am | give to you, and all that | have | share
with you, within the love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The Proclamation

In the presence of God, and before this congregation, Sam and
Lauren have given their consent and made their marriage vows to
each other. They have declared their marriage by the joining of
hands and by the giving and receiving of rings. | therefore proclaim
that they are husband and wife.

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.



Blessing of the Marriage

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for you have created joy and
gladness, pleasure and delight, love, peace and fellowship. Pour out
the abundance of your blessing upon Sam and Lauren in their new
life together.

Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts and a
crown upon their heads. Bless them in their work and in their
companionship; awake and asleep, in joy and in sorrow, in life and
in death. Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that banquet where
your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home. We ask this
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All: Amen

God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve
and keep you; the Lord mercifully grant you the riches of his grace,
that you may please him both in body and soul, and, living together
in faith and love, may receive the blessings of eternal life.

All: Amen.



Prayers

We ask you all to bow your head in silent prayer for a whort while
followed byt he lord prayer

All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen
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