Preface

The Declarations

The minister says to the congregation

First, | am required to ask anyone present who knows a reason why
these persons may not lawfully marry, to declare it now.
The minister addresses the couple.....
The minister addresses the congregation
Will you, the families and friends of Natalie & Jonathan support and
uphold them in their marriage now and in the years to come?

We will
Hymn - Lord of hopefulness

The Collect



Readings
1 Corinthians 13

If | speak in the tongue of men and angels but have not love, | am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if | have all prophetic powers
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all
faith so as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. If
| give away all | have, and if | deliver my body to be burned but have
not love, | gain nothing.

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not
arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the
right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things.

Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for
tongues they will cease; as for knowledge it will pass away.

For our knowledge is imperfect, and our prophecy imperfect; but
when the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass away.

When | was a child | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, |
reasoned like a child; when | became a man, | gave up childish ways.
For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now | know
in part; then I shall understand fully, even as | am fully understood.

So faith, hope, love remain, these three, but the greatest of these is
love.



All I Know About Love by Neil Gaiman
This is everything | have to tell you about love: nothing.
This is everything I've learned about marriage: nothing.
Only that the world out there is complicated,
and there are beasts in the night, and delight and pain,
and the only thing that makes it okay, sometimes,
is to reach out a hand in the darkness and find another hand to
squeeze,
and not to be alone.
It's not the kisses, or never just the kisses: it's what they mean.
Somebody's got your back.
Somebody knows your worst self and somehow doesn't want to
rescue you
or send for the army to rescue them.
It's not two broken halves becoming one.
It's the light from a distant lighthouse bringing you both safely
home
because home is wherever you are both together.
So this is everything | have to tell you about love and marriage:
nothing,
like a book without pages or a forest without trees.
Because there are things you cannot know before you experience
them.

Because no study can prepare you for the joys or the trials.
Because nobody else's love, nobody else's marriage, is like yours,
and it's a road you can only learn by walking it,

a dance you cannot be taught,

a song that did not exist before you began, together, to sing.
And because in the darkness you will reach out a hand,
not knowing for certain if someone else is even there.

And your hands will meet,
and then neither of you will ever need to be alone again.
And that's all I know about love.



Sermon

Hymn - We pledge to one another
We pledge to one another,
before the Lord above,
entire and whole and perfect,
this union of our love —

a love that will be patient,

a love that will be wise,
that will not twist with envy,
nor lose itself in lies;

a love that will not falter,

a love to hold us fast,
and bind us to each other
as long as life shall last.

We pray that God will guide us
through all the years to be,
our lives be shaped by courage,
hope and serenity.
Through joy and celebration,
through loneliness and pain,
may loyalty, compassion
and tenderness remain,
that those who share the blessing
of love that cannot cease
may walk the paths of gentleness
into the place of peace.
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