THE MARRIAGE
THE BLESSING OF THE MARRIAGE

HYMN
We Pledge to One Another

We pledge to one another,
before the Lord above,
entire and whole and perfect,
this union of our love —
a love that will be patient,
a love that will be wise,
that will not twist with envy,
nor lose itself in lies;

a love that will not falter,
a love to hold us fast,
and bind us to each other
as long as life shall last.

We pray that God will guide us
through all the years to be,
our lives be shaped by courage,
hope and serenity.
Through joy and celebration,
through loneliness and pain,
may loyalty, compassion
and tenderness remain,
that those who share the blessing
of love that cannot cease
may walk the paths of gentleness
into the place of peace



FIRST READING:
A reading from 1 Corinthians 13 by Heather Blackwell

If | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, |
am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If | have the gift of
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if |
have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, | am
nothing. If | give all | possess to the poor and give over my body to
hardship that | may boast, but do not have love, | gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is
not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease;
where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is
knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy
in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears.
When | was a child, | talked like a child, | thought like a child, |
reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | put the ways of
childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in part; then |
shall know fully, even as | am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest
of these is love.



SECOND READING:
Song of Solomon 8:6-7 by Sarah Gibson
Place me like a seal over your heart,
like a seal on your arm;
for love is as strong as death,
its jealousy unyielding as the grave.
It burns like blazing fire,
like a mighty flame.
Many waters cannot quench love;
rivers cannot sweep it away.
If one were to give
all the wealth of one's house for love,

it would be utterly scorned.



THE ADDRESS
PRAYERS

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.

Amen.
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